so marked in most cases, it may prove interesting to report a few of them that we were able to follow. Some cases did not show ilnprovement, but we felt that the instructions had not been carefully followed ont, because the majority showed such marked improvement. The majority of the patients on whom we used massolin were what might be said to be exaggerated ca"es, several having been assigned to me with their cards marked for probab.le radical operation. They included cases with polypi, perforations with edges granulating and very thickened mucous membranes throughout the tympanic cavity, caries of the ossicles and of the attic wall.
We used it also in several cases of acute suppuration, using no douching, merely wiping the canal dry and then applying a cotton tampon saturated with the culture every two or three hours, and the results have been excellent.
We have applied it in several cases on whom radical operation had been performed, but there still remained a most offensive secretion. As we have not had the clinic cards of these patients, we have, unfortunately, no records of these cases other than memory, but we feel that no other treatment has given the same amount of benefit to them than the proper use of this culture.
The writer does not pretend that this is a cure-all, but earnestly recommends its trial in a great many cases, even of acute cases, and especially in private practice where one can secure its proper administration. The success of this treatment depends upon a free use of the solution, which should be given ample time to insure contact with the diseased area, at least fifteen minutes being none too short a til}1e. This cannot be obtained by merely sWlabbing the canal. As Dr. Holbrook Curtis says, there seems to be some substance in the solution which acts Uipon the vasomotor system and reduces turgescences and even hypertrophies in a marked manner, as has often been noted in affections of the nose, such as acute colds and hay fever. The writer believes that this action is due, not to the lactic acid produced bv the growth of the baciHus in its culture media, as suggested by Dr. North, but to the presence of an enzyme, this being producecl by the growth also.
When one notes the rapid change for the better which so often occurs, the disappearance of the odor, the restoration CASES OF OTITIS MEDIA SUPPURATIVA. 51 of membranes to a healthy condition and the oessation of discharge, is it not well to give the patient the opportunity of trying this treatment before resorting to the heroic radical operation, with its risks, and frequently unsatisfactory end results, especially on hearing?
Granting that the discharge may return, this is generally dUle to a secretion from the eustachian tube which the operation recently described by Dr. Sidney Yankauer will probably cure better than any method yet attempted. The treatment of the ,eustachian tube is so frequently neglected in these cas'es, the writer would suggest that medicaments may easily be driven through the tube by means of the Siegle otoscope and great relief be promptly obtained in many of them.
As I have stated before, in order to secure results a reasonable length of time should be allowed for the solution to exert its influence and a sufficient quantity should be used. The following instructions should be given to the patients and explained to them: First, to syringe the canal carefully with a warm saline solution and wipe dry. The patient should then lie down with the diseased ear up and the canal be filled with the solution, which should be left in the ear for at least fifteen minutes before wiping it dry. When this method has been carried out, at first twice daily and then once a day, there has invariably been marked improvement in a few days' time.
Simply swabbing the ear does not produce the results expected, which leads one to wonder whether it is not true that the enzyme produced by the growth· of the bacillus cloes actually playa very important part in securing the benefits derived from the solution.
It is also important that fresh cultures be used in order to get the active bacillus. If left too long the growths appear to kill themselves and then the enzymotic action will not be present, nor will you have the activity of the growing bacillus and no results will be obtained. These cultures can readily be made in any laboratory and should easily be obtained.
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